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Start Well functions
• Quality and outcomes team: early education and 

childcare;

• EYSEND team: early identification and support for 

pre-school children with SEND;

• Early Years Communication and Language 

Development team: jointly led NHS and LA team

• Start Well Children’s Centres: preventative and 

early intervention services for 0-5s and families;

• Assessment and Contact service: targeted 

parenting/family support and supervised contact for 

0-19s and families.



Current performance
• Bolton is in the top quartile for the number of 3&4 year olds (7770/100%) 

benefitting from universal funded early education places.

• 95% of early years settings and 100% of nursery schools are judged by 

Ofsted to be good or better.

• Take up of 2 year old places is now in-line with England average (72%). 

The proportion of 2YOs in primary schools has risen to 30%.

• 96% eligible families taking up funded 30 hours childcare places.

• Number of children achieving a Good Level of Development age 5 has 

increased to 67.5% and the overall disadvantage gap is narrowing.

• 78% of 0-4 year olds (14,911) registered with start well children’s centres 

and 59% of targeted groups engaged. Lowest engagement with fathers and 

children with disability.

• Increased programme of Incredible Years Baby and Pre-school parenting 

programmes and Triple P for 5-19s and 245 families currently receiving 

outreach support.



Early Years Outcomes 2018 

• Early Years outcomes in Bolton are improving and the 

gap is narrowing. 

2016 2017 2018 17-18

National 69.3 70.7 71.5 +0.8

NW 66.7 67.9 68.9 +1

Bolton 64.6 66.3 67.5 +1.2



Improvements in children’s communication and language development are 

also improving outcomes in other areas of learning that require verbal 

reasoning and understanding (particularly mathematics and expressive arts)



There is evidence from schools and settings of the impact of free 

childcare for 2 year olds and more recently 30 hours childcare in 

helping parents getting back to into work. 



Good Level of Development (GLD)by Groups

Group 2016 2017 2018

Disadvantaged 50% 52% 54% Gap17%

Non –disadvantaged 68% 70% 71%

Summer born 52% 54% 57% 20% difference 

Autumn born 76% 77% 77%

Girls 73% 74% 75% 15% difference

Boys Nat 65%

Boys 57% 59% 60%

EAL 56% 56% 59% +3

SEND support 17% 21% 23% Impact of 

inclusion funding



Current priorities
• Increasing integrated leadership, co-location and delivery of 0-5s 

services with midwifery and health visiting teams and partnership 

working with schools and EY settings;

• Increased focus on 1001 critical days – pregnancy to age 2 to 

prevent the attainment gap opening up (social and emotional; 

communication and language and physical development)

• Increased investment and support for early communication and 

language development and reducing the word gap with universal 

key messages, targeted and specialist parent:child interaction 

groups in Start Well Centres, schools and EY settings;

• Increased investment and access to parenting support – universal 

Solihull approach; parenting groups and outreach support;

• New stay, play and learn groups for parents and pre-school children 

with SEND.
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