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Growth in Primary School Pupil Numbers 

2008 - 2020

• By Sept 2016 Primary Reception Intakes will have 

increased by over 600 pupils since Sept 2008 (an 

increase of almost 15%)

• By Sept 2020 the overall number of primary school 

pupils will have increased by 5,000 (an increase of 

22%)



The Primary School Expansion Programme 

• In September 2010, Bolton began a programme to 
expand primary schools across the Borough

• Over 500 new reception places created

• Over 3,500 new primary school places created

• New places provided at 34 different primary schools

• At LA Community Schools, LA Voluntary Controlled 
Schools, LA Voluntary Aided Schools, Academies, and 
Free Schools   



The Primary School Expansion Programme 

Where?



The Primary School Expansion Programme

Funding



The Primary School Expansion Programme

Cost

• Around £50M

• In addition to creation of additional places,  

opportunities to address necessary condition, 

suitability and access improvements were also 

undertaken, with capital support from;

• Modernisation Funding

• LCVAP

• School’s DFC

• Section 106 Agreements



Secondary School Pupil Projections

Total Year 7 capacity will be exceeded by September 2018, but the 

‘effective capacity’ will be exceeded by September 2017



Secondary School Pupil Projections

Total secondary place capacity will be exceeded by September 2020, but 

‘effective overall capacity’ is expected to be exceeded by September 2019 



Secondary School Minimum Expansion Requirements



Secondary School Pupil Projections

• Geographical Variations

– North area Y7 capacity likely to be exceeded by Sept 2018  and overall 
capacity exceeded by Sept 2020

– South area Y7 capacity likely to be exceeded by Sept 2017  and overall 
capacity exceeded by Sept 2020

– West area Y7 capacity likely to be exceeded by Sept 2017  and overall 
capacity exceeded by Sept 2019

• Identifying the above variations will better inform priorities 
and proposals



Secondary School Pupil Pressures - What Next?

• Engagement with Secondary Schools to identify and agree opportunities 
for expansion

– Bolton Learning Alliance Mtg – 18th January 2016

– Bolton Learning Alliance Mtg – 10th March 2016

– Mtg with North Cluster – 8th April 2016

– Mtg with South Cluster - 15th April 2016

– Mtg with West Cluster – 19th April 2016

– More thereafter

• Preparation of a School Organisation Plan 2016-2025

• Executive Member approval of School Organisation Plan - June/July 2016 



Bolton Pupil Projections

Other Issues

• £13.3M Basic Need Funding for 2018/19 recently announced; 

• Special School Pressures (both Primary and Secondary); 

• Changing school landscape and Academisation – the LA less likely to be a 
provider of school places;

• Increasing pressure for in-year admissions;

• Pressures from new house building such as Horwich Loco Works and the 
Greater Manchester Spatial Framework; 

• The above data is based upon current birth rates, which could change
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