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1. Introduction
1.1. Recycling bring sites were introduced many years ago as the main collection service for recyclable waste. At the time it was important to ensure that bring sites were provided throughout the borough within easy reach of all households. They were set up at pubs, supermarkets and car parks to allow residents to recycle items such as glass bottles, cans and paper, before kerbside collections were introduced.
1.2. Over the years the council has introduced kerbside collections for:
· Burgundy bin – glass bottles and jars, food and drinks cans, aerosols, foil trays and plastic bottles 
· Beige bin - paper, card and beverage cartons

· Green bin or food waste container – food and garden waste  
1.3. As the kerbside recycling collections have been introduced the demand and usage of the bring sites has reduced. The number of bring sites operated by the council has declined further in recent years as supermarkets have installed their own facilities and pubs have closed down. 
2. Bring Site Performance
2.1. The table and graph below shows the recycling tonnages collected from bring sites each year Between 2007/08 to 2015/16.
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2.2. It is clear from the above table and graph that there has been a significant reduction in the recycling tonnages collected from bring sites over the years and the tonnages collected in recent years are particularly low.
2.3. Tonnage figures so far for 2016/17 indicate a further decline compared to 2015/16, with the estimated tonnage for 2016/17 looking likely to be below 100 tonnes.
3. Current Bring Site Provision
3.1. In 2007/08 there were 26 bring sites located throughout the borough providing facilities for the collection of a range of materials, including, paper, card, glass, plastic bottles, cans, textiles and shoes. There are now 7 bring sites located at:
· Beaumont Arms, Broadgate

· Corner House, Campbell Street, Farnworth

· Coop – Hulton Lane, Deane

· Morrisons, Town Centre

· Spread Eagle, Hough Lane

· Railway Station, Chapel Town Road, Bromley Cross

· White Horse Pub, Manchester Road, Westhoughton
3.2. The number of contractors opting to provide recycling facilities has also reduced. Over the years BCR (toys, bras, textiles) and Bag it up removed their sites and more recently Scope, Oxfam (books) and College for International Co-operation and Development have removed theirs due to the reduced amount of textiles they are receiving at the banks.
3.3. The majority of containers on the recycling sites are provided and emptied by the council or by an outside contractor at no cost to the Council.

4. Fly Tipping and Bring Site Abuse
4.1. The bring sites are increasingly being used by fly tippers and by traders to dispose of their waste. Ongoing issues have recently resulted in the removal of bring sites from:
· ASDA, Astley Bridge

· Morrisons, Heywood

· Sainsbury’s, Town Centre

· Little Lever Car Park

4.2. Enforcement action has taken place but is difficult to police and given the type of waste dumped is often difficult to establish its source.
4.3. Street Scene services and waste regularly attend the sites to keep them clean and increased abuse of the sites is putting a strain on resources.
4.4. Examples of the issues faced can be seen in the images in Appendix 1.
5. Service to Residents

5.1. Whilst the removal of sites may cause an inconvenience to some residents there is the option for all residents to receive a kerbside collection service for recycling.

5.2. Traders are clearly abusing recycling sites and the closure of sites will encourage businesses to ensure they have legal waste disposal arrangements in place. 
5.3.  Residents and Traders* can use the Recycling Centres at both Hurstwood Court and Over Hulton allowing for wider range of recycling than what can be provided at the kerbside or at a bring site.
5.4. Whilst there is no kerbside collection for textiles there are many places where residents can take unwanted textiles including:

· Social Media – Buy, sell and swap sites

· Charity Shops

· Cash for clothes

· Charity bags

· School collections

5.5
Residents are clearly using the options above to reuse and recycling textiles as the tonnages collected from textile banks have declined.
6. Marketing and Communications
6.1. The closure of recycling sites will be publicised as follows:
· Notice to be given to the land owners of our intention to remove the bank

· Notice to contractors to remove the banks 

· Signs to be erected at the sites a month in advance of the removal directing people to the Recycling Centres at Hurstwood Court and Over Hulton 

· Website

· Social Media
· Press release
· Internal bulletin to staff

· Bulletin for councillors

7. Recommendation
7.1. The Executive Member approves the removal of the 7 remaining bring sites in Bolton.
Appendix 1: Example of Fly Tipping and Abuse of Bring Sites
Hulton Lane Bring site 05/01/2017
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2007/08 1,127.22

2008/09 976.325

2009/10 748.11

2010/11 531.83

2011/12 442.17

2012/13 366.63

2013/14 428.16

2014/15 307.62

2015/16 172.88

